
Dear friends,  

It is a matter of joy to write this 

note for the first newsletter of St 

Roberts’ Knights of Columbus. 

From the day I came to Fernley, I 

relied heavily on the knights for 

the needs of the church, rectory 

and even mine. I have deep ap-

preciation for your participation 

and assistance in the spiritual life 

of the church. You are always 

there to take care of the church 

building and the property. Many a 

times you work as an extension 

of the parish in the matter of 

outreach to the community at 

large. 

It is important to belong to an 

organization where our Christian 

values are respected and lived. 

The Knights of Columbus pre-

supposes that we worship our 

God in the Eucharist, grow in 

our Catholic faith every day and 

live Catholic moral life. My call to 

all Knights is to stay close to the 

heart of the Church and to be 

witness of the Gospel in the 

society. Stay united always so 

that you will be able to face the 

dangers of the world without 

failure. I pray and invoke all the 

blessings from the Lord to you 

and your families. 

It is a humbling opportunity to 

have been chosen as the Grand 

Knight of Saint Robert Bellarmine 

Council 13897 for this fraternal 

year. Working with Father Justin 

Lazar, Deacon Ruben Cervantes, 

District Deputy Peter Comer-

ford, our very worthy past 

Grand Knights, Sir Knights, and 

members of this council who 

serve important ministry roles 

vital to the support of our faith 

community is truly a special hon-

or. If you are one of the few who 

have not been active lately, 

please do not hesitate joining in 

to help out with one or more of 

the events scheduled for the 

remainder of this year.  These 

activities normally require only a 

few hours of time per month 

which in turn will yield many 

blessings.  Lastly, please pray in 

remembrance for the repose of 

worthy Knight souls who have 

recently passed on to their eter-

nal reward: Everett A. Cirio 

(March 30, 2021); Cosmo E. 

Polomba (August 23, 2021); and 

Richard Cutler (January 20, 2022) 

and keep their respective families 

in your daily thoughts and pray-

ers, including 

any member of 

the council or 

brother of the 

Order who is 

sick or in dis-

tress. 

Deacon Ruben Cervantes 

Chaplain’s Message - Fr Justin Lazar 
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Pancakes 

breakfasts are a 

hit with our St 

Robert Bellarmine 

church parishoners 

Pancakes Breakfast 

Rummage Sale Fundraisers 

Foodbank 
The Saint Bellarmine Food 
Pantry serves people in 
need from Fernley, 
Wadsworth, Silver Springs, 
and Fallon.  The pantry is 
managed by Brother Knight 
James Cox and is staffed by 
volunteers from the parish 
and fellow Knights, and 
distributes food every 
Thursday.  Since January 4, 
2022 the Knights have gen-
erously helped bring in 
24,968 pounds of canned 
and dry food and another 

4,700 pounds of fresh pro-
duce and meats.  The pan-
try serves 80 families, with 
240 people on a monthly 
average, with many new 
families registering weekly. 

The team leads are James, 

Terri and Don Cox and they 

are at the church foodbank 

every week and providing a 

much needed service to those 

who are hungry and/or needing 

assistance with their groceries 

for their families. 

are usually Ken and Laura Jor-

dan and Rudy Forster. Many 

times the items are picked up 

at a parishioner's personal 

home for donation to the rum-

mage sales, and the Knights are 

there to support both picking 

up the items and helping Ken 

and Laura and Rudy with the 

actual sales events.  

Rummage sales are a key way 

to raise funds for the church. 

In the Fall and Spring St Rob-

erts usually runs a rummage 

sale with donated items from 

the parishioners. The profits 

from these sales go back into 

the general building fund or 

other parish related funds. The 

lead folks on rummage sales 

is always a hit with the parish-

ioners and provides time for 

fellowship as folks enjoy the 

breakfast. Gregg usually buys 

the grocery items for the 

menu and Joe Simonoski 

makes the pancakes. The menu 

is typically fruit, rolls, juice, 

pancakes, sausage and scram-

bled eggs at a very reasonable 

cost, and no one goes home 

hungry. Sometimes we hear 

from the parishioners attend-

ing mass that the smell of pan-

cakes and sausages make them 

hungry and they can’t wait to 

eat. 

Rudy Forster and Gregg God-

dard head-up the Knights pan-

cake breakfasts which are held 

in the St Robert Bellarmine 

Church foyer area. The break-

fast is held after the 9AM mass 

on the 4th Sunday of the 

month. The Knights prepare 

the meal including the serving 

as well as the setup and break-

down of the tables, chairs and 

cleanup afterwards. The event 
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Rummage 

sales  

donated 

Items help  

defray 

church 

costs 

Foodbank team 

workers gather and 

distribute food 



Church Bingo 
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Bingo is a hit with the parish-
ioners and is held monthly in 
the church foyer and always has 
good food and drink for the 
bingo players to enjoy their 
evening while socializing with 

one another. Don, James and 
Terri Cox lead up preparing the 
food items and Tim and Kathy 
Burnham head up the critical 

bingo calling of the 
numbers.  The bin-
go games are chal-
lenging as there 
are various kinds of 
games that are 
played throughout 
the evening which 
makes the event 

lots of fun for all adults and kids 
alike. We try to hold a monthly 
Bingo for the Parishioners and 
we sell Hot-dogs, Hamburgers 
Nachos and Tacos. 

Don also wears other hats 

providing general computer 
support to the church and par-
ish. This includes a computer re
-purposing function that makes 
donated laptops available to 
students and seniors in need. 
Don also provides beginning 
lessons for parishioners for Mu-
sic Theory, Piano, Guitar and 
Drums and both he and Jeff 
Edge also play guitar and sing in 
the Parish Choir. 

community this year!  We’ve had 

many friendly honks and waves and 

also a few angry shouts and unkind 

gestures thrown our way. The 

good news is we had a man stop by 

on March 2nd (First day of the 

campaign!) and offer to buy some 

prayer volunteers lunch.  When 

they politely refused, he made a 

$100 donation instead and said 

“Thank you for what you’re doing!  

The 40 Day`s for Life campaign is 

now ongoing thru lent, the team 

meets on the first Saturday`s of the 

month at 10:30 AM at 5915 Tyrone 

Rd, Reno NV, Praying the Rosary!  

Mike  Brooks is the lead Knight on 

the Pro-Life team and heads up and 

coordinates the rosary prayer 

groups representing the Fernley 

and Reno area Knights. We are 

definitely making an impact on our 

I agree with you guys!”  He clearly 

was impressed by our courage and 

dedication to stand in the gap 

for those who are hurting and 

have no voice! 

Knight for many of the preventative 

maintenance items both inside and 

outside the church building. Items 

such as plumbing, electrical, land-

scape and other maintenance are 

needed throughout the year and 

Rudy ensures the Knights help out 

with what ever skills we have to 

offer. Without the donated time of 

these Knights, the church would 

have to pay for these services. 

St Robert Bellarmine Church is like 

any other large professional build-

ing that requires cleaning and pre-

ventive maintenance from time to 

time. Joe Simonski is the lead for 

the church cleaning team and has a 

group of Knights that sweep and 

mop the floors and clean the bath-

rooms and replace cleaning prod-

ucts as necessary.  

Rudy Forster is usually the lead 

Bingo call-

ers Tim 

and Kathy 

Burnham 

Church Cleaning & Maintenance 

Pro-Life Rosary  

Mike Brooks Pro-Life Lead. 

The Rosary is prayed in front 

of the abortion clinic in Reno 

The church 

building and 

grounds 

always has 

some kind of 

maintenance 

task ongoing 

Joe Simonoski and Rudy Forster 
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Terri, Don and James Cox 
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The Knights put on 

an amazing St 

Patricks day dinner 

for the St Robert 

Bellarmine church 

parishoners 

Eucharistic Adora-

tion 

St Patrick’s Day Dinner 

Pro-Life Diaper Drive 

Eucharistic Adoration 
The Eucharistic adoration 

prayer is typically held on the 

first Monday of each month 

and is attended by the Knights. 

This is a great opportunity for 

the Knights and their families 

to meditate and reflect on the 

Eucharist with their fellow 

parishioners in silence. After 

the adoration is complete, all 

the parishioners join in with 

beautiful closing prayers in 

Latin.  

Holy hour adoration prayer: 

My Lord Jesus Christ, I believe 

that You are really here in this 

Sacrament. Night and day You 

remain here compassionate 

and loving. You call, You wait 

for, You welcome everyone 

who comes to visit You.  

I thank You, Jesus my Divine 

Redeemer for coming upon 

the earth for our sake and for 

instituting the Adorable Sacra-

ment of the Holy Eucharist in 

order to remain with us until 

the end of the world. I thank 

You for hiding beneath the 

Eucharistic species Your infi-

nite majesty and beauty, which 

Your Angels delight to behold, 

so that I might have courage to 

approach the throne of Your 

mercy. I thank You dear Jesus, 

for having become the priceless 

Victim, to merit for me the 

fullness of heavenly favors. 

Awaken in me such confidence 

in You that their fullness may 

descend ever more fruitfully 

upon my soul. I thank You for 

offering Yourself in thanksgiving 

to God for all His benefits, spir-

itual and temporal which He has 

bestowed on me. Grant me 

grace and perseverance in your 

faithful service. Amen. 

used for buying gift bags for 

eight mothers that chose not to 

abort their babies and instead 

gave them up for adoption.  The 

gift bags included items such as 

gift cards, hand lotions, candles, 

and prayer cards, etc. There 

was a pickup truck loaded with 

diapers and wipes donated and 

delivered to the center. 

Tony Sousa is the lead Knight 

for the pro-life baby diaper 

drive.  The donated items 

come from our parishioners 

and are then donated to the 

Fernley Pregnancy Crisis Cen-

ter locally. The items donated 

were baby diapers, baby wipes, 

gift bags, and monetary dona-

tions. The money donated was 

trained chef.  Tim and Kathy 

Burnham helped sell tickets at 

the door and after each mass 

the previous weeks leading up 

to the event. Door prizes and 

raffle ticket donated items 

were given away after the 

dinner, some of the raffle items 

were dinners and spa gift cer-

tificates at five star casino re-

sorts in Reno. Everyone en-

joyed the dinner and were 

looking forward to 

next years dinner. 

This is one of the 

biggest fund raisers 

of the year for the 

Knights. 

 Don, James and Terri Cox 

were in charge of the St Pat-

rick`s Day Dinner which was 

held on March 13 and the 

event was a huge success. 

There were over 100 parish-

ioners present that ate a won-

derful meal of corned beef, 

cabbage, potatoes, deserts, 

beer and wine, all the food was 

prepared by lead Knight James 

Cox who is also a cordon blue  
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Diaper drive donated  

items  
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Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg hosted 

Holy Hour at St Robert Bellarmine 

Church in Fernley Nevada on St 

Patrick`s Day March 17th at 6pm. 

He provided the parishioners with 

prayers and reflection on the sea-

son of Lent. The holy hour was a 

beautiful event and attended by 

much of the congregation. After-

wards there was a light dinner with 

refreshments served by the Knights 

and their families. Bishop Mueggen-

borg is a recently transferred bish-

op from the Seattle diocese to the 

Reno diocese and he has taken 

every opportunity to personally 

visit each of the parishes in the 

northern Nevada area.  

On January 15 2022 while visiting 

the Lovelock Nevada parish, Bishop 

Mueggenborg also visited a Knights 

of Columbus state meeting that was 

going on at the same time there 

and he met Grand Knights from 

various northern Nevada councils. 

pray the stations of the cross at 

each station inside the church and 

re-live and react to the last days of 

Jesus’s suffering on earth. The event 

is a solemn time of prayer during 

the Lenten season for all Catholics. 

The soup suppers were excellent 

and showcased each families’ spe-

cial recipes for soup, cornbread, 

deserts and provided a wonderful 

social fellowship for the parish. The  

Stations of the cross were held 

each Friday during Lent. Afterward 

there was a soup supper for the 

parishioners with the dinner items 

also being cooked and prepared by 

the parishioners. The stations pray-

ers a are beautiful reflection on the 

passion of Christ and remind us all 

of his sacrifices on this earth for 

our sins and for all Christians 

around the world. The parishioners 

stations are sometimes hosted by 

various church organizations. 

The knights of Columbus sponsor 

Vitalant Blood Drives at St Robert's 

Catholic Church, 3 times a year, 

February, June, & October. Each is 

held on the 4th Sunday of the 

Month. The Blood Drive Coordina-

tor is lead Knight Rudy Forster . 

The coordinator's duties include 

scheduling the drive then calling 

people asking them to donate 

blood. Thus making appointments 

to fill all available time & maximizing 

Bishop Mueggenborg’s 

visit in Lovelock Nevada 

Blood Drive either us or one of our own family 

members will be in need of blood 

donor donations. The Knights and 

the St Robert Bellarmine Church 

parish have always done their duty 

in donating to this worthy cause.  

collection of blood units in the 

available time. 

On average there are about 30-40 

people who take time out of their 

day to come to the church when 

the blood drive unit is on-site to 

donate blood. This is an excellent 

opportunity to give back to the 

local community and to refill the 

blood donation queue at the local 

hospitals and emergency care facili-

ties, etc.   

Giving blood is such an important 

duty for all of us and we never 

know when the time comes and 

Stations of the Cross & Soup Supper 

Stations of the Cross 

Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg 

S T  R O B E R T  B E L L A R M I N E  

Rudy Forster 

Bishop’s visit  

to Fernley council 



The Knights 4th Degree is the visible 

arm of the Knights of Columbus. 

They provide Color Corps for multi-

ple Church and Knights events. Our 

Council is associated with the 4th 

degree Assembly #2739 in Fallon, 

NV. For example when the Bishop 

has a sacramental ceremony, the 4th 

degree Knights are there to perform  

Color Corps escort. Ted Schmidt, 

Tim Burnham, Joe Simonoski, Bob 

Wallace and Rudy Forster are all 

current 4th degree Knights and can 

be addressed as “Sir Knights”. Our 

Grand Knight, Dave Clarke is our 

newest 4th degree member, having 

taken his exemplification February 12, 

2022.   

Newest 4th degree Knight 

 Dave Clarke 

 

The Knights local council 13897 

“welcomes aboard” our newest third 

degree members (see names below). 

We look forward to working with 

you on all our future projects and 

events for our parish.  

 

New third degree Knights members 

 David Hamilton 

 Ryland Lopez 

 Gabriel Torres 

Council 13897 
Previous Quarter’s Events 

Fernley 2021 Knights officers 
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info please contact Mike.  

Jeff Edge & Don Cox are key Knights 

that comprise the music ministry and 

the church choir. They both play 

amazing guitar and Jeff is the lead 

vocalist at all masses and he is sup-

ported by the other choir members, 

too. Don also teaches music for the 

parishioners. 

Christmas wreaths were laid at the 

Fernley Northern Nevada Veteran’s 

Cemetery at every gravesite in De-

cember 2021. Mike Brooks was the 

lead Knight on this effort.  

A Wine & Beer tasting fundraiser 

dinner was held in January & Don 

Cox was the committee chairman.  

The Fourth of July Parade in 2021 was 

It is definitely worth mentioning the 

new church pews & kneelers, that Fr 

Justin ordered for St Robert Bellar-

mine Church last Fall using mostly 

donated parishioner funding. The 

Knights helped off-load the 18-

wheeler truck with the new pews and 

they were assembled by the inde-

pendent contractor.  Rudy Forster 

was the lead Knight ensuring the 

project was done right. 

A TV raffle & Angel Tree donation 

was made by the Knights at Christ-

mas time for our local kids. 

The pro-life rosaries both online and 

at the Reno abortion clinic have been 

ongoing for the past couple years and 

Mike Brooks is the lead Pro-Life 

Knight, so if anyone wants further 

a big hit with the local Fernley 

residents. Mark Miller lead Knight 

decorated the float and supplied rec-

orded music for the parade route, the 

float was loaned by Rudy Forster.  

The Knights along with their families 

rode in the float & fun was had by all. 

 

Welcome Aboard New & Promoted Members 

Senior 4th deg Knight Bob Wallace  

with Tom Shannon and Dave Clarke 

4th Degree Knights 



Tom Shannon proposed a fund raising 

event on the 4th of July. A Chili Cook

-Off Challenge with local city agencies 

is in the planning stages. This will be a 

local fundraiser for the Knights. This 

idea will be carried forward by Tom 

Shannon and Gabriel Torres.  

 

The Fernley 4th of July Knights pa-

rade float will be another event need-

ing Knights helpers to setup the float 

and trailer. The trailer bed and shop 

area for decorating the float was 

provided by Rudy Forster last year. 

 

Tony Sousa is planning a August 

Bowling for Kid`s night at the at the 

local Fernley Fun Center Bowling 

Alley for about 20 kids from the St 

Roberts parish. A pizza and sodas 

dinner will be provided after bowling 

for the kids.  

Per District Deputy Peter Comer-

ford, the Knights of Columbus State 

Convention took place May 13-15 in 

Las Vegas Nevada. Delegates were 

Dave Clarke and Tim Burnham. 

 

July is membership drive recruitment 

month and the Knights will be pre-

senting a new member video for the 

parishioners at the weekend masses. 

We will then follow up with an exem-

plification ceremony for the new 

Knights members. July is also officer 

installation month. 

 

Don Cox talked about having a movie 

night at the church possibly in July, 

this was referred to the Youth Minis-

try for further planning. 

 

August is also the month for the Sil-

ver Rose prayer night and the large 

annual St Robert Bellarmine Rum-

mage Sale fundraiser which runs for a 

couple weekends. 

 

The St Robert Bellarmine Church 

Festival is planned for September and 

the Knights will be supporting that 

event as well with setup, cooking, and 

cleanup duties. 

 

Of course recurring meetings, memo-

rial masses, bingos, pancakes break-

fast, church cleaning etc. go without 

saying.  

 

Our council offers a solemn memorial honoring those 

worthy Knights who have recently passed:  

 

Everett Cirio, Cos Polomba and Richard Cutler. 

 

 

 

For newsletter input contact:  

Tony Sousa, Phone: 805-720-4409 

Email: tlsousa58@hotmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Mission:  

Charity, Unity and Fraternity. Together, we’re 

empowering Catholic men to live their faith at 

home, in their parish, at work and in their com-

munity.  

 

 

The Knights meet on the 2nd & 4th Thursday 

of each month  at 6:30pm at St Robert Bellar-

mine Catholic Church (Knights meeting room) 

Council 13897 

Upcoming Events (Next Quarter) 
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In Memory Of 


